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Sandwich, Illinois
City Hall Annex •128 East Railroad Street
                                                               Regular Council Meeting

                                                             March 4th,  2024 @ 7:00 PM               
Regular Council                                                                                                                                    March 4, 2024

MINUTES
Mayor Latham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by the Sandwich Varsity Cheerleaders
Roll call was taken:

Present:  
Mayor Latham, City Clerk Ii, Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink,
Robinson & Whitecotton
Absent:  Alderman Littlebrant

Quorum established


Also present:   City Attorney Gottschalk, City Administrator Penman, Police Chief Senne &

EMA Director Eberle
Recognition of High School Athletes

Sandwich Varsity Football Team – After forgoing the 2022 football season, the 2023 Varsity Football team earned a spot in the 4A playoffs where they were defeated in the second round finishing the season 8-5.

Sandwich Varsity Football Cheerleaders – In traveling with the Varsity team during playoffs, the squad took the imitative to lead the crowd in singing the national anthem upon learning there would be no national anthem sung.at the second round of playoffs.

Sandwich State Qualify Wrestlers – Recognized were freshmen, Colton Stone and Cooper Corder; and seniors Miles Corder and Ashlyn Strenz.  All had advanced to State Tournament winning individual achievements.
Audience Comments: 

Resident, Elsie Morrissey, is asking that the Council take action at this meeting approving the resolution presented at the last meeting making Sandwich a non-sanctuary community.  She wants the City to say “no” to illegal aliens and to treat as an emergency.
Resident, Beck Nelson, spoke on Health Bill 56-17 that will take away the community’s mascot.  If the city were home-rule, this Bill would not affect Sandwich.  She encouraged the City Attorney to research how to make Sandwich a home-rule and non-sanctuary community.
Concerned citizen, David Bilotta, addressed the illegal immigration in the community that would put children and disabled citizens at risk.
Consent Agenda:   
a. Approval of Regular & COW Meeting minutes of February 19th, 2024
b. Approval of Financial Report & Treasurers Report for January 2024

Alderwoman Erickson moved to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  Alderman Fritsch seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote

Mayor reminded Council of Women’s History Month, citing Boots Hoffman (deceased) and Joan Hardekopf, as local historians; Quen Carpenter and Jackie Greene as local artists; educators and women-owned businesses, naming a few.
Foster, Buick, Conklin, Lundgren & Gottschalk Law Group:   No report 
City Clerk II:  FOIA registry and revenue reports for February were emailed to the Council prior to the meeting.
City Treasurer:  Vacancy
City Administrator Penman reported that he and Building Official, Todd Steffens, attended a 4-hour round-table discussion on February 29th.  A preconstruction meeting was held regarding the Latham Street project that is scheduled to commence on March 11th.
City Department Reports:
EMA Director Eberle gave a report on the February 27th storm noting that alarms were sounded with a confirmed funnel cloud was spotted on W. Suydam Road.  A total of 11 confirmed tornadoes touched down with significant sized hail.  As a reminder, March is Severe Weather Preparedness Month.  The next severe weather spotter training will be held in Rockford on March 5th.  Storm spotters Tim Keierleber (SEMA Assistant Director),  Caroline Thomas, and Don Schroeder, were introduced.
Police Chief Senne report consisted of:
· January monthly report was distributed to the Council

· Events attended include the Chamber of Commerce Meeting inducting Angie’s Sugar Buzz & Coffee With a Cop was  held at Angie’s Sugar Buzz

· The next bi-monthly meeting with the Chief will be held on March 27th at 6 PM

· DARE graduation will be held at the Middle School on April 25th at 1:30 PM

· Chief will be meeting with the school superintendent regarding reinstatement of an SRO starting in  August (student resource officer) 

· Under lateral testing, testing results are pending for a candidate prior to employment

· 4 officers are in field training with a goal of April 1st for completion of said training

· Interviews have been completed for new officers.  There were 6 candidates

· Police academy classes will be held May 5th through August 23rd, 2024

· Sergeant testing will be held on March 29th
· A grant application was submitted to the DeKalb County Foundation

· Notification has been received that the Police Department was awarded $18,600 for the officers recruitment and retention

· New body cameras will go into effect on March 18th

Engineering:   Curt Dettmann (EEI), advised that Latham Street construction will commence next Tuesday.  The 2023 S. Main Street sidewalk improvements will start in the next week or so.  Crack Attack has been awarded the contract.
Council Reports:  

Alderman Arnett introduced the American Legion Riders #181 who donated funds toward the K-9 program.

Alderwoman Johnson expressed interest in being a part of the Citizens Advisory Committee to research the home-rule concept with the City Attorney.  She would like to see the Council proactive as opposed to reactive in addressing community problems.

Alderman Kreinbrink relayed that at the January 2nd Finance Committee Meeting, a question was raised about a $400 invoice related to payment of Deputy Clerk fees when the City Clerk is unable to attend a meeting.  At that time, it was noted that acting as Deputy Clerk was part of the City Administrator’s job description.  Although it is noted in his job description, the Municipal Code states that the deputy clerk would be paid $50/meeting.  Alderman Kreinbrink felt acting as deputy clerk exceeds the boundaries of city administrator and supported payment of the $400 invoice.  He also recommended that the job description and / or the Municipal Code be amended.  Attorney Gottschalk concurred that the Municipal Code says the deputy clerk is to be paid.  Both Mayor Latham and Alderman Kreinbrink offered to pay the City Administrator from their personal funds if the Council did not support the payment as deputy clerk.  This matter will be brought before the Council at the next meeting for approval.
Old Business:  
a. Ordinance 2024-03 entitled “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 88, “Utilities”, Article II, “Water”, Division 2, “Meters, Rates” of the City of Sandwich Municipal Code” presented for discussion and possible approval.  Proposed water rate increase will be $7.40/1,000 gallons and the water service fee would increase to $20.00 /quarter.  The increase will take effect May 1, 2024.  Beginning May 1, 2025, the water rate will increase annually by 4%.  Discussion concentrated on infrastructure costs for new developments and the need to address the burden of cost onto the developer.
Alderwoman Johnson made a motion approving Ordinance 2024-03 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Whitecotton.  Aye:  Aldermen Erickson, Johnson, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay: Aldermen Arnett, Fritsch & Kreinbrink   Motion carried 4:3
b. Resolution 24-05 entitled “Resolution Updating Building Department Fees and Charges for the City of Sandwich, State of Illinois” presented for discussion and possible approval.  Fees were increased last year, and there is a need to review and increase additional fees after comparing similar costs with neighboring municipals.
Motion was made by Alderman Fritsch approving Resolution 24-05 as presented.  Alderman Arnett seconded.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink & Whitecotton   Nay:  Alderman Robinson   Motion carried 6:1  
New Business: 
a. Motion to approve February bills totaling $150,467.85  
Alderwoman Johnson made a motion approving February bills totaling $150,467.85.  Alderwoman Erickson seconded.  Aye:  Alderman Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 7:0
b. 2024 Pavement Management Program:  Discussion and possible approval of Professional Service Agreement with Engineering Enterprises Inc (EEI) to complete the engineering for the 2024 Pavement Management Program.
Motion made by Alderwoman Johnson approving the Professional Service Agreement with EEI for the 2024 Pavement Management Program.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Kreinbrink.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 7:0

c. Ordinance 2024-04 entitled “An Ordinance Authorizing Boundary Modifications to the Area Known as The DeKalb County Enterprise Zone Amendment 4 – Chicago West Opt. 2” presented for discussion and possible approval.  Council reserves the right to waive first reading.  Sandwich is a member of the County’s Enterprise Zone, and whenever there is amendment affecting the zone, regardless of location, an amended ordinance must be approved.  
Alderman Whitecotton made a motion to waive first reading of Ordinance 2024-04.  Alderwoman Erickson seconded.  Aye: Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried unanimously

Motion made by Alderwoman Erickson approving Ordinance 2024-04 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Kreinbrink.  Aye: Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 7:0

Executive Session under 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2) for collective bargaining “collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedule for one or more classes of employees; for land acquisition under Section 2(c)(5) “the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body”; and for pending litigation under Section 2(c)(11) “litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probably or imminent”.

Alderman Johnson moved to enter into closed session at 8:19 PM under 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2) for collective bargaining, under Section 2(c)(5) for land acquisition, and Section 2(c)(11) for pending litigation.  Alderwoman Erickson seconded.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 7:0

Motion made by Alderwoman Johnson to return to open session at 8:57 PM.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Arnett.  Aye: Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Kreinbrink, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried unanimously
Announcements:  
a. The next Finance Committee Meeting is Monday, March 18th, 2024 at 6:30 PM.  
b. The next Regular Council Meeting is March 18th,  2024 at 7:00 PM immediately followed by the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting.
c. Budget meetings are Saturday, March 9th at 9 AM and Wednesday, March 13th at 6:30 PM
d. Council Retreat on Saturday, March 16th at 8:00 AM

Adjournment:  There being no further business to come before the Council, motion made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Johnson to adjourn the Regular Council meeting at 8:58 PM.   Motion carried unanimously via viva voce vote.









  /s/    Denise Ii, City Clerk
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