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Sandwich, Illinois
City Hall Annex •128 East Railroad Street
                                                               Regular Council Meeting

                                                             April 1st,  2024 @ 7:00 PM               
Regular Council                                                                                                                                     April 1st, 2024

 MINUTES
Mayor Latham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll call was taken:

Present:  
Mayor Latham, City Clerk Ii, Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, 
Littlebrant, Robinson & Whitecotton
Absent:  Alderman Kreinbrink 

Quorum established


Also present:   City Attorney Gottschalk, City Administrator Penman, Police Chief Senne &

EMA Director Eberle
Audience Comments: 
Resident, Elsie Morrissey, who has lived in Sandwich since 1968, stressed the need to make Sandwich a non-sanctuary community regarding impending illegals and asylum seekers.  Rockford airport has experienced an influx of illegal immigrants from Chicago.  The illegal immigrants are not vetted and not vaccinated.  A new concern is sex trafficking of minors by the immigrants.  She urges the city be declared a non-sanctuary community.
Resident, Becky Nelson, advised that the Governor Pritzker has issued a disaster proclamation that will take effect March 29th related to the illegal immigrants and asylum seekers pushing community’s resources to the maximum.  She defined the difference between asylum seekers and undocumented immigrants as undocumented immigrants are not vetted and do not qualify as asylum seekers. She cautioned that this is the “new norm”, and that matters will continue to worsen.
Michelle Peterson, who resides in Grundy County, also spoke on a sanctuary community and sex trafficking saying that if Sandwich does not take a stand, this problem will make its way into Grundy County, who already has a non-sanctuary resolution place.  
Consent Agenda:   
a. Approval of Regular Council Meeting minutes of March 4th. 2024.  

b. Approval of Budget Committee Minutes of March 9th, 2024

c. Approval of Budget Committee Minutes of March 13th, 2024

d. Approval of Regular & Committee-of-the Whole Council Minutes of March 18th, 2024 
Alderman Littlebrant moved to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  Alderman Fritsch seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote

Mayor Latham shared recently attended meetings:  Dekalb County Economic Development Commission, DeKalb County Enterprise Zone meeting, Kendall Solid Waste Planning Committee, Lead Service Line Planning meeting.  He also conducted liquor enforcement inspections.
Foster, Buick, Conklin, Lundgren & Gottschalk Law Group:   No report
City Clerk II:  No report
City Treasurer:  Vacancy
City Administrator Penman reported he attended Kendall County Economic Development meeting last week at Waubonsee, and he attended a training for the Public Risk Foundation held in Sycamore.
City Department Reports:
EMA Director reported that on Sunday, March 31st, assisted Harvest Chapel with their traffic control, and reminded that tornado sirens would be tested tomorrow morning. 
Police Chief Senne paid homage to DeKalb County Deputy Christina Musil who was killed on March 28th in the line of duty.  She was a 5-year veteran of the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Department and a former miliary police officer.  Today (April 1st), her body was moved from the coroner’s office to a funeral home, and six officers from Sandwich participated in the escort.  A moment of silence followed.
Chief continued his report on events attended:

· Visits with the Easter Bunny

· Participated in daytime and nighttime bingo events

· Attended the “Lunch & Learn”

· Attended the Easter egg hunt at the Park District and the Fire Department

· The bi-monthly Chief’ s meeting was held last week; traffic complaints and code issues were discussed

· Officers Hegland, Batty, Favela and French completed their Field Training Program

· Officer Mumbower will start his field training on April 8th
· Sergeant testing was completed; Police Commission will be meeting on April 3rd for final decision

· Squad cameras have been installed

· K-9 training was held in Sandwich last week

· Sergeant Whitecotton was a recipient of the 2024 Jacob J. Novak Scholarship.   He will be honored on April 25th  at the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police Award Banquet
· April is Autism Awareness Month
Engineering:  No report      
Council Reports:  

Alderman Arrnett updated on street repairs.  Training on patching and crack sealant will be conducted at the end of the month.  Patch work will be done during the month of August.

Alderwoman Johnson expressed frustration on topics of non-sanctuary communities and non-vetted immigrants.  She supports Sandwich becoming a non-sanctuary city, and disappointed that the Council has not discussed the topic and not acting proactively in protecting the citizens.  She added that she favors home-rule and encourages more discussion.

In the absence of Alderman Kreinbrink, Mayor Latham advised that the City’s draft budget is available at City Hall during normal business hours, for public inspection.  The budget is also located on the City’s website.

Old Business:  None
New Business: 
a. Motion to approve April, 2024  bills totaling $ 258,761.84
Alderman Robinson made a motion approving April bill totaling $258,751.84.   Alderwoman Erickson seconded.  Aye:  Alderman Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 7:0
b. Sludge Hauling Agreement:  City Administrator Penman explained that sludge hauling is now subject to prevailing wage in compliance with Public Act 107-0327.  Recommendation is to approve a 1-year extension with Stewart Spreading acknowledging the new price of $32.00 per cubic yard incorporates the CPI and requirement payment of prevailing wage rates for biosolids haulers.
Alderman Fritsch moved to accept the sludge hauling contract  extension with Stewart Spreading of Sheridan, IL.  Alderman Littlebrant seconded.  Aye: Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay: 0   Motion carried unanimously
Executive Session for personnel under 5 ILCD 120/ 2(c)(1) “The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity; for collective bargaining under Section 2(c)(2) “Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representative, or deliberations concerning salary schedule for one or more classes of employees;  for land acquisition under Section 2(c)5 “The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body”; and  for pending litigation under 5 ILCS 120(c)(11) “Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probably or imminent”. 
Motion made by Alderwoman Johnson, and seconded by Alderwoman Erickson to go into Executive Session at 7:35 PM under 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2) for collective bargaining, under Section 2(c)(1) for personnel, pending litigation under Section 2(c)(11)  and under Section 2(c)5 for land acquisition.   Aye: Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0     Motion carried unanimously

Alderwoman Johnson moved to return to regular session at 8:46 PM.  Alderwoman Erickson seconded.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant, Robinson & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 7:0

Announcements:  
a. The next Finance Committee Meeting is Monday, April 15th, 2024 at 6:30 PM.  
b. The next Regular Council Meeting is April 15th, 2024 at 7:00 PM immediately followed by the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting.
c. Upcoming Committee Meetings:

    Technology Commission


6 PM – April 13th, 2024

    Historical Preservation Committee

7 PM – April 13th, 2024

    Citizens Advisory Committee

8 PM – April 13th, 2024

Adjournment:  There being no further business to come before the Council, motion made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Johnson to adjourn the Regular Council meeting at 8:47 PM.   Motion carried unanimously via viva voce vote.









/s/   Denise Ii, City Clerk
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